Assault in Hockey - Where the Line is Crossed - Sporting Accidents
When young men and adults enter the hockey arena, considered a high intensity contact sport, it is common to expect outbursts and flared up tempers. Sometimes, these outbursts may also lead to aggressive language and even a physical assault. In fact, if these incidents were to occur outside the sporting arena, it would be a perfect case for a criminal charge.

This is why, every time a hockey player enters the rink, he accepts some form of physical contact to happen. At the same time, if the same physical contact leads to violence beyond accepted limits, there are disciplinary mechanisms put in place by sporting bodies to handle such incidents.
Similar to other sports, even ice hockey has a code of conduct that defines the acceptable and unacceptable. In this game, where physical assault is as much part of the game as scoring the goal, defining when a player has crossed the line between aggressive play and assault and battery can be a little complicated.

Assault and battery can be interpreted either in a criminal sense or a civil sense. Most often, assault and battery is applied to seek compensation from a player who crossed the line. If a claimant feels that physical harm may occur, a civil suit can be filed. And battery is assumed to occur when one suffers physical harm.

Another way to determine when the line has been crossed is measured in terms of the severity of the injury. When an intentional injury is so severe that the recipient must file long term disability claims, then the assumption of the risk is defeated.  The victim did not assume there would be an intentional injury that would not allow the victim to work in their occupation of choice.

A good question to ask is if the justice system in Canada has a role in regulating violence in sports? In spite of internal disciplinary mechanisms the law allows the option of imposing civil or criminal liability.  It is helpful to question if the courts are in the best position to determine the scope of a player’s implied consent as many judges may not be familiar with the mentality of athletes, nor can they be expected to be in a position to ascertain the unspoken but implied rules of conduct are in a contact sport like hockey.  
If you or anyone you know is injured in a hockey sporting event and believe that the person or party that injured you crossed the line of acceptable behaviour, get in touch with the qualified Mackesy Smye legal team in Hamilton. Our competent and compassionate injury lawyers will work with you to get the compensation you deserve for the assault and battery suffered.

Contact us today for a free consultation by simply filling this secure online contact form or by reaching us at 1-905-525-2341 today.
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Google+ Post:
How the law interprets assault and battery in the game of hockey
When young adults enter the hockey arena voluntarily, it is common to expect outbursts and flared up tempers in this high contact sport. At the same time, if the same physical contact leads to violence beyond accepted limits, there are disciplinary mechanisms put in place by sporting bodies. So what do you do if you or anyone you know is injured in a hockey sporting event and believe that the person or party that injured you crossed the line of acceptable behavior? Get valuable insights from this article put together by the experienced qualified Mackesy Smye legal team.
Facebook Post:

What happens when the line is crossed in a hockey game?

In the contact sport of hockey where physical assault is as much part of the game as scoring the goal, defining when a player has crossed the line can be a little complicated. While hockey players voluntarily accept physical contact to happen, if the same leads to violence beyond accepted limits, sporting bodies can implement disciplinary mechanisms. Find out what happens when the line is crossed in the game of hockey and how assault and battery are interpreted and the entire litigation process in this useful Mackesy Smye article.

